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Abstract

Xiongnu's hold of a Unipolar Hegemony of Eastern Asia in 2th century B.
C. In the period between 4th century and 2th century B. C. the geo-political
state of affairs in the China Proper, south of the Great Wall, can be described
as an intense state of competition and struggle among Zhou Kingdom's feudal
vassal states. Among these, the northern outer and least advanced Qin state emerged
as a great military power by way of enforcing Shangyang's renovation. Thus, the
Qin Empire(221 B C.) was established that brought an end to the disunity of
the China Proper, which had lasted for 550 years. After collapse of Qin Empire,
Han Empire succeeded.

Through suppressing the various strengthened vassal states and great clans and
reforming the bureaucratic system by periodically recruiting new talents, the Han
empire had fixed the basis of nation. And this led to the stabilization of the social
and economic foundation of the empire and resulted in a centralized imperial
system with the Emperor at the apex and thus the division of Chin Proper was
brought under the control of a unified imperial system. However, this very same
process of unification was also taking place north of the Great Wall in Mongol
Steppes during this period.

In the Mongol Steppes, north of the Great Wall, the nomadic tribes of various
regions had carried on their respective nomadic lifestyle and had never unified
politically and militarily. However, by the 3th century B. C. the Xiongnu from
the Mongol Steppes subdued and consolidated all the neighboring tribes and estab-
lished a unified nomadic empire, which pitted itself against the Han Empire south
of the Great Wall. Along with this development, numerous city-states thrived
to the west of China and Nanyu"ehguo was established in the south while
‘Weimanchaoxian in the northeast of China. Thus, this ushered in the multi state
period of East Asia.

In the meantime, the Xiongnu Empire, which unified the vast northern Asia,
aggressively pursued an expansionist policy and thereby consolidated the Western
city-states, Weimanchaoxian and Han empire, forcing an tributary relationship on
all these states. Thus it can be said, the Xiongnu Empire was the first in East
Asia to establish a unipolar hegemony. However, although the Xiongnu Empire
held military hegemony and dominated over its neighboring states by forcing them
in a tributary state status, the Xiongnu Empire was never able to ofter any kind
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of leadership that promoted peace and prosperity among the states.

Therefore, from this perspective, within the Five Holders of Hegemony of
Chu'ungi'u the Hegemony held by the Xiongnu Emire is a lot closer and similar
to Jin state's hegemony, which based its leadership solely through military force
rather than Qi state's hegemony, which included military dominance but also pro-
motion for peace and prosperity of States of Central Area.

0 Key Words: Xiongnu, Hegemony, Taengri, Mongol steppes, Unipolar system.
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=t Ak 4] o] o) Folstar it
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