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Abstract

In the 20th century, Confucianism was considered as an obstacle hindering
the modernization. But it has emerged as a new important issue in the rising
of China in the world-historical Changes since 2000, the Asian values debate
of the 1990s, and the emerging industrialized countries of East Asia in the 1970s.
Key directions of these waves have been defined as a so-called scheme of how
Confucianism as a ‘tradition’ to ‘inherit’.

However, I question the schemes of these directions. Because it corresponds
to the “Confucian” while its own historical product of the 20th century, at the
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same time the westernized anything else. This is an objective understanding of
the past and requests the diverse and historic Confucian understanding than is
required to apply to life today. This article has stressed the importance of exploring
new perspectives, such as a de-religious understanding of Confucianism and the
political equality and moral freedom of Confucian individuals that is necessary
for East Asian civil society.
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9) o] FE2] gtElo] Y&of gt I o} 2} The purpose of the learning of great
men consists in illuminating spiritual power by means of virtue, that one may receive from
heaven, certainly a rational soul, so that this may be returned to its original clarity, as the
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o] FrHol alElo] o] tigt 92 o} 2t} Moreover, the purpose of the learning

of great men consists in refining or improving the rational nature, that one may receive from
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heaven, so that certainly this, as if a most transparent mirror, by means of wiping away a
blemish of deformed appetites, may be returned to its pristine purity. [The learning of great
men]| consists next in renewing or reviving the people, certainly by means of one’s own example
and exhortation. [The learning of great men] 11consists next 12standing firm, or preserving
in the greatest good by which I understand that the interpretaters wished all the greatest
actions to be in conformity with right reason, 278.
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o] Brol glElo] IR tigt 9 th23} Zth That which is placed into man by
Heaven(t ien ming) is called the rational nature(hsing). Because this is fashioned by means
of nature and imitates it, it is called a rule(tao) or is said to be in harmony with reason.
Repetition to the point of diligently practicing this rule(hsiu tao) and one’s own regulating
of it is called education(chiao) or the learning of virtue, 284.
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17) Kam Louie, Inheriting Tradition—Interpretations of the Classical Philosophers in Communist China
1949-1966 (New York: Oxford University Press, 1986), Viil-iX.
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