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Abstract

This article tries to articulate the historical outlines for understanding the mean-
ings of liberty for the Koreans since the late Chosun. The theme of liberty has
been unpopular under the shadows of the hottest issue, that is, democratization,
in Korea. It can be said, on the other hand, that the spirit of liberty is characteristic
of modern democracy. Thus, it would be very important to investigate into the
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meanings of liberty according to the historical contexts in which the Koreans
were situated. The Koreans found themselves in the necessity of self-reliance and
independence in the face of the Japanese colonialization. After the emancipation,
South Korea had the jealousy of protecting property from the intervention of
the state, standing over against the communist social planning of North Korea.
Opverall, the Koreans showed a strong inclination for liberty in term of right,
but did not pay attention enough to liberty as responsibility, which constitutes
the core of civility. This consequence, I believe, amounts to the theoretical limits
of the prevailing modern liberalism.

O Key words: Liberty, Historical Contexts of Modernity in Korea, Koreans, Liberty
as Right, Liberty as Responsibility
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