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Abstract

From the ancient times, the sinitic order had prevailed in East Asia. After its
collapse in the 19th century, the Japanese Meiji government made a new order
in the region with the idea of Pan-Asianism. While sinicism was not based only
upon the theory of Confucianism but upon the Chinese imperialistic hegemony
established after the Han dynasty, Pan-Asianism was not a theory of solidarity
but a strategical rhetoric for the imperialistic invasion upon China and Korea.
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In the 19th Century sinicism was simply replaced with Pan-Asianism, and it meant
that hegemony had transferred from China to Japan. The result was that there
happened a series of wars. Nowadays, a regional bloc in the East Asian area is
more needed than before to overcome the high waves of the globalization. However,
it should be a community among equals, not a hierarchical order with hegemony.
‘What we Koreans should do is to make a deep self-reflect and to develop both
a new discourse and a real state-power.

0 Key Words: East Asian Community, Sinicism, Pan-Asianism, Hegemony
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