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Abstract

As the US Army Military Government in Korea failed to implement their
original plan of trusteeship on Korean Peninsula, Korean leaders who fought against
trusteeship made substantial influence in building institutions of the new Korea.
This paper argues that the concept of land reform presented by the Provisional
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Republic of Korea Government in 1941 was carried by the influential Korean
leaders when they designed institutions of the new Korea.

The Provisional Government in Chongqing pronounced the Principles and
Plans for National Reconstruction in 1941 with principles of land reform included.
Principles of land reform consisted of nationalization of lands, prohibition of la-
bor-employment in private farms, land-to-the-tillers.

Leaders of Provisional Government carried the PPNR on to the policies and
constitutional proposals, prepared by the Representative Democratic Council under
the US Army Military Governmant in Korea. Later, the US Military Government
wrote its own land reform bill, which conforms market value in compensation
to the landowners.

The land reform law passed by the ROK legislature prohibited private farms
from hiring labor and distributed lands to the tillers, but did not nationalize lands.
The land reform law cut compensation rate for landowners by half from the US
Military Government’s reform bill. Korean leaders did away with the conformation
to the market value as soon as the US influence weakened at the withdraw of
forces. Korean government even failed in due compensation to the landowners
during the Korean war.

The tiny family farm system, created by the land reforms, provided material
base for children of poor farm families with opportunity to attend school: equal
opportunity for schooling was one of three principles to be achieved in the newly
independent State according to the PPNR.

There were many factors pressuring the new Korean government for the land
reform around the time of independence; the distribution of lands owned by
the US Military Government, The land reform in the North Korea, demands
of Peasants Union. But not every government actively respond to the political
demand for land reform. It was the presence of conceptual framework of land
reform agreed upon by the Cabinet Committee of the PROK Government that
enabled leaders of newly independent government to go forward to make reforms.

0 Key words: Land Reform, Provisional Republic of Korea Government, National
Reconstruction
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