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Abstract

This study tried to review the applicability of Mencius’s ‘Budongshim’ and
‘Kwondo’ to evaluating the rhetorics of electoral promises of local government
candidates. “Jian’, “Yanggi’, and ‘Kwondo’ of Mencius seem to be equivalent to
logos, ethos, and pathos of Aristotle, and worth to be applied as the elements
or standards to evaluating the promises. Considering the situations that our con-
temporary society become worse in justice, fairness, and equal opportunity, to
apply and draw the perspectives and implications of Mencius’s ‘Budongshim’ and
‘Kwondo’ to political discourses and visions could make us to expect political
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realities and politicians’ behaviors to be better. We need to develop the tools
and techniques evaluating the rhetorics of local candidate pledges in detail to
apply those traditional values to modern politics. And further, we need to pile
up the experiences and results we could obtain in researching and evaluating a
lot of political cases on candidate rhetorics.

0 Key words: electoral promise, local government election, local politics, rhetorics,
Mencius, Budongshim, Kwondo
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