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Abstract

Towards Impartiality: A Criticism of Public Opinion

Lee, ByongTaek

This article tries to elucidate the political implications of impartiality as a criticism
of public opinion, which claims for its truth or superiority over other opinions. The classical
form of public opinion on its strong claim for truth has given way to the modern one,
which have to take public consent into consideration. In particular, the modern political
theory has tried to inculcate a form of public opinion as an agreement between liberalism
and democracy, even though they never cease to be in conflict. This approach tries to tran-
scend their clash, in terms of agreement in some ideal situations. The attitude of impartiality
is different. It consists in the recognition of self-limitedness and the recognition that every
ground is limited, not overall inclusive. Moreover, it is based on a deep scepticism: every
certainty or evidence cannot be ‘founded.” It is against foundationalism. Impartiality does
not tend towards a peaceful agreement but towards an enlarged plan of liberty, which will

eventually constitute a common bond of us-a political community in a never-ceasing conflict.

O Key words : Impartiality, Limitedness, Enlarged Plan of Liberty, Scepticism, Common

Bond of Us
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