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Abstract

A Thought on American Democracy in Peril

Chang, Wonseok.

The American face different challenges that result from poor constitution and power.
The author argues that the current constitution does not grant the citizens the necessary
rights they need and that American citizens are not equally represented. Most citizens do
not understand democracy and this makes it difficulty for them to overcome the challenges.
Hudson's introduction offers a review of the history of democratic theory in terms of four
models of democracy, giving the reader a set of criteria against which to evaluate the chal-
lenges discussed later in the book. Then Hudson explores of what he considers are the
major challenges to American democracy: separation of powers, the imperial judiciary, radical
individualism, citizen participation, trivialized elections, the privileged position of business,
inequality, the national security state. He emphasizes such critical and topical issues as
the persistence of economic inequality despite the economic prosperity of the late 1990s,
the Clinton scandals and the impeachment controversy, the impact of globalization on busi-
ness, the role of soft money in election campaigns. He wants to engage the reader in think-
ing critically about these challenges rather than presenting the neutral and objective dis-
cussion common to most textbooks. But his discussion about American presidential system

shows a kind of systematic prejudice against the theory of separation of power.

O Key words : American Democracy in Peril, Judicialization of American Politics,

Jeffersonian Model, National Security State, Habits of the Heart
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