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Abstract

A political commentor Yi Yul-gok (Z=2E4)

Choi, Jin-hong

This study focus on Yul-gok as a political commentor, not him as a
xinglixue(43E) oriented scholar. The argument of this study is based on the
fact that he had endeavored to cure the urgent problematics of those days,
rather than set the systematical theory of xinglixu.

The problematics of Chosun(¥fff) where Yul-gok had lived is the exessive
public opinion(Z¥ir). Yul-gok had argued that public opinion on the diverse
political interests and their benefit and loss had be dispersed in the political
situation where the political issue of the politics oriented by political opinion
made the structure of ruling narrative, with the result that the political dogma
of ‘right-wrong’ debate had been prevailed. He concluded that the political
conflict of both Dong(3)‘ partisan and Seo(FH)’s partisan was stemmed from
their awareness of ‘right-wrong’ debate as the problem of public opinion(F),
not as of public agreement(F).

In his argument there are two political foundation, people as the foundation
of dynasty, and king as the foundation of politics. The Seonghakjipyo(Z2&iE
%) sent to Seonjo(‘HiiH) was the text of politics absolutely needed to king as
the foundation of politics. Yul-gok’s argument on yikilon(_5g&®) reviewed in
the Seonghakjipyo(E22#E%E) focused on his own view on ‘doing politics’ (5%
D), not on constituting ideal philosophical theory.

His purpose was to exclude pye(#; political decay or distortion rooted in
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the living world of people), not to exclude a vice with the philosophical
meaning. If the world of politics is comprehended in the aspect not of the pye
but of the vice, the political meaning of concept ‘li(¥#)’ can be misunderstood.
His argument of Yikimyohap(Bsgip4A) is his endeavor not only to
comprehend the politics and its world not as ‘good vs. vice struggle’ but as
pye itself, but also to overcome the theory-oriented preparedness and
determinism as two significant obstacles in understanding and viewing politics,
which the argument of Yikimyohap is focused indeed. However many
researchers had conversly misunderstood Yul-gok’s Yikimyohap. This is the

same as seeing only Buddha‘s finger, not seeing the moon he point to.

Key concept: public opinion(Z3FR), ‘rignt-wrong debate’ (F£3E3m), political
conflict by partisan(J{l&), Minjeong(F[7, the real living-world of people), the

theory-oriented preparedness(Z4HG®), the determinism(FREzR
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