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‘Leviathan’ and Politics of Public Opinion in Transition Period
Chae, Chin Weon

Generally speaking, Hobbes's ‘Leviathan” was described as a bed monarch such as
powerful beast. However, There is a misconception. The basic features of his thoughts
are absolutism with a tinge of individualism, materialistic rationalism, hedonistic
utilitarianism. Hobbes had rejected the idea that the State has originated due to divine
will or force. he tried to escape from the monarch and the feudal lord’s order. According
to Hobbes, the human nature is a selfish, egoistic mind. so that the state of nature is a
very gloomy picture. there is a constant war of all against all in the state of nature actual
or potential. To overcome this condition, he created ‘Leviathan’, monster which is basis
on the people’s consent. As a result of the social contract sovereign power, the State
comes into being to protect the civil right. he supports an absolute sovereign as the only
way out for the civil right and peace.

Then, Why Hobbes’s Leviathan was misunderstood and Why we have to rethink
Leviathan even though the Korean society had established the democratic regime since
1987. 1 may say the reason, the Hobbes's state of nature still exists in Korean society.
There are ‘selfish’, ‘quarrelsome’, ‘all against all’. In this reason We may have to rethink
Hobbes’s idea to make a peace and order for individual people. That is a very valuable
thing.

Hobbes’s Leviathan was disvalued till now. Recently, Leviathan is getting to be
reconsidered again for overcome the crisis of governability, class struggle, conflict
between left and right ideology, regional problems and troublesome of new and old
generation. We able to establish “Leviathan” in real sense, If we participate in public
debate.

Key words: Leviathan, Politics of Public Opinion, Republicanism, Hannah Arendt,
Nation Integration





